
Er in  West  began her  forens ic  career  in  2006 as  a  Brevard
County  Cr ime Scene Invest igator  before  serv ing as  a
Batt lef ie ld  Forens ics  Ins t ructor  for  the U.S.  Army In te l l igence
Center  of  Exce l lence.  She later  managed DOJ Forens ic
Laboratory  operat ions  and jo ined the Osceola  County
Sher i f f ’ s  Off ice ,  where she rose to  Cr ime Scene Manager
oversee ing mul t ip le  forens ic  un i t s .  E r in  ho lds  a  B .Sc.  in
Cr imina l  Jus t ice f rom the Un ivers i t y  of  Cent ra l  F lo r ida and
M.Sc.  in  Forens ic  DNA and Sero logy  f rom the Un ivers i t y  of
F lor ida ,  p lus  a  Forens ic  Tox ico logy  Graduate cer t i f icate .  In
addi t ion  to  be ing an IA I  Cert i f ied Sen ior  Cr ime Scene
Analys t  and Latent  Pr in t  Examiner ,  E r in  i s  a l so  a  co-founder
of  Gap Sc ience LLC,  prov id ing specia l i zed t ra in ing and
resources  for  forens ic  leaders .

Wi th  25 years  of  sworn  law enforcement  exper ience,  James
Campos  began h i s  career  wi th  the R ivers ide County  Sher i f f ’ s
Department  in  2000.  P romoted through the invest igator  ranks
to  Master  Invest igator  IV ,  he spent  over  e ight  years  in  the
Centra l  Homic ide Un i t ,  leading over  100 homic ide and 30
off icer- invo lved shoot ing invest igat ions ,  and test i fy ing in  15
murder  t r ia l s .  In  2017 ,  he jo ined the R ivers ide County  D is t r ic t
At torney ’ s  Bureau of  Invest igat ion ,  earn ing promot ions  to
Senior  Invest igator  I I  and Superv i s ing Invest igator  by  2021 .
Now as  a  Commander  s ince January  2024,  James oversees
Western  Region Fe lony  Cr imes ,  Specia l  V ict ims ,  Major
Cr imes ,  and Cold Case un i t s .

Ashley  Church  has  dedicated her  career  to  advancing
forens ic  sc ience.  Star t ing wi th  an Orange County  Sher i f f ’ s
Off ice in ternsh ip ,  she earned a B .S .  in  Forens ic  Sc ience f rom
the Un ivers i t y  of  Cent ra l  F lo r ida and an M.S.  in  Entomology
f rom the Un ivers i t y  of  F lo r ida.  Her  extens ive  background
inc ludes  laboratory  research ,  ass i s tant  superv i s ion ,  and work
as  a  Cr ime Scene Invest igator  and f ie ld  t ra in ing of f icer .  She
later  served as  Forens ic  Superv i sor  at  the Osceola  County
Sher i f f ’ s  Off ice ,  managing the Forens ic  Un i t  and Pre-
Screen ing DNA Laboratory .  Former ly  an IA I  Cert i f ied Cr ime
Scene Analys t ,  Ash ley  now teaches  fu l l - t ime wi th  Gap
Science,  empower ing indust ry  profess iona ls .
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Since 2002,  Chris  Suit t  has  served as  a  chapla in  wi th  a  busy
Southern  Cal i forn ia  Sher i f f ’ s  department ,  support ing a s tat ion
that  handled over  10 ,000 cr i t ica l  inc ident  ca l l s  in  a  s ing le
year .  In  2019 ,  he completed the Leve l  I I I  Modular  Peace Off icer
Academy.  Through week ly ,  fu l l - sh i f t  r ide-a longs ,  he has  seen
f i r s thand how off icers  are  expert l y  t ra ined to  nav igate human-
created chaos  and carnage on duty .  However ,  he  a lso
recognized that  of f icers  of ten lack  the necessary  menta l  and
emot iona l  sk i l l s  to  ef fect i ve ly  handle  the job ' s  long-term
personal  impacts  on the i r  careers  and fami ly  l i ves .

Suzette  A.  Young  i s  a  ret i red cr ime scene invest igator  f rom
the Brea Po l ice Department  wi th  extens ive  exper ience
managing complex ,  mu l t i - ju r i sd ict iona l  scene invest igat ions  to
ident i fy  ser ia l  of fenders .  She ho lds  a  Bachelor  of  Ar ts  f rom
Cal i forn ia  State Un ivers i ty ,  Fu l le r ton ,  and a Master  of  Bus iness
Admin is t rat ion  f rom the Un ivers i ty  of  Phoenix .  In  her  sess ion ,
Suzette  wi l l  p resent  deta i led case s tud ies  h igh l ight ing key
chal lenges  encountered dur ing suspected overdose death
scene invest igat ions .  She wi l l  a l so  de l i ver  act ionable  t ra in ing
focused on best  pract ices  for  ef fect i ve  ev idence co l lect ion
and cour t room test imony .

Dr.  Heather  Heider  i s  a  d is t ingu ished forens ic  consu l tant  wi th
over  th ree decades of  exper ience.  She ho lds  a  Doctorate and
Master ’ s  in  Forens ic  Sc ience f rom Ok lahoma State Un ivers i ty
and a B .S .  in  Phys ics  f rom Cal  Po ly  Pomona.  F rom 2003 to
2019 ,  she served as  Forens ic  Serv ices  Superv i sor  for  the Santa
Ana Po l ice Department ,  managing a h igh-vo lume lab
encompass ing cr ime scene,  forens ic  f i rearms ,  latentpr in t ,
chemist ry ,  and photo/v ideo un i t s .  Now Pres ident  of  Ax iom
Forens ics ,  Dr .  He ider  spec ia l i zes  in  c r ime scene and shoot ing
reconst ruct ion ,  t ra in ing ,  and po l icy  deve lopment .  She has  a l so
consu l ted or  test i f ied in  over  100 of f icer- invo lved shoot ings ,
the focal  po int  of  her  doctora l  capstone.  Dr .  He ider  remains  an
act ive  cont r ibutor  to  the forens ic  communi ty  th rough
academia ,  t ra in ings ,  and presentat ions .

John Guzzwel l  (M.Sc. ,  MBA,  P .Eng. )  i s  a  profess iona l  engineer
wi th  over  30 years  of  exper ience in  technology  deve lopment
and commerc ia l i zat ion ,  wi th  a  focus  on automated sof tware
for  f r ic t ion  r idge image enhancement ,  compar i son ,  and
ident i f icat ion .  He has  prov ided t ra in ing sess ions  in  the use of
f ingerpr in t  compar i son and ident i f icat ion  sof tware and
presented lectures  and workshops  at  var ious  IA I  d iv i s iona l  and
nat iona l  conferences  on top ics  re lated to  forens ic  imaging.  He
is  a  member  of  the IA I  and i s  co-founder  and VP of  Bus iness
Deve lopment  wi th  CSIp ix .
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	Since 2002, Chris Suitt has served as a chaplain with a busy Southern California Sheriff’s department, supporting a station that handled over 10,000 critical incident calls in a single year. In 2019, he completed the Level III Modular Peace Officer Academy. Through weekly, full-shift ride-alongs, he has seen firsthand how officers are expertly trained to navigate human-created chaos and carnage on duty. However, he also recognized that officers often lack the necessary mental and emotional skills to effectively handle the job's long-term personal impacts on their careers and family lives.
	Suzette A. Young is a retired crime scene investigator from the Brea Police Department with extensive experience managing complex, multi-jurisdictional scene investigations to identify serial offenders. She holds a Bachelor of Arts from California State University, Fullerton, and a Master of Business Administration from the University of Phoenix. In her session, Suzette will present detailed case studies highlighting key challenges encountered during suspected overdose death scene investigations. She will also deliver actionable training focused on best practices for effective evidence collection and courtroom testimony.
	Dr. Heather Heider is a distinguished forensic consultant with over three decades of experience. She holds a Doctorate and Master’s in Forensic Science from Oklahoma State University and a B.S. in Physics from Cal Poly Pomona. From 2003 to 2019, she served as Forensic Services Supervisor for the Santa Ana Police Department, managing a high-volume lab encompassing crime scene, forensic firearms, latentprint, chemistry, and photo/video units. Now President of Axiom Forensics, Dr. Heider specializes in crime scene and shooting reconstruction, training, and policy development. She has also consulted or testified in over 100 officer-involved shootings, the focal point of her doctoral capstone. Dr. Heider remains an active contributor to the forensic community through academia, trainings, and presentations.
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